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Where Fen Meets The City
Peterborough Embankment has the potential
to make the city feel a wonderful place to
be, and to revitalise the local economy.
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How the Embankment could
sweep into and connect with
Peterborough city centre.

current masterplan options and believe there are
fresh opportunities that should be considered in
order to meet the Council’s challenge.

The Council’s commission of masterplan options
for the Embankment is a very positive move. It
provides a unique chance to connect the historic
heart of the city and its cathedral with the infinite
horizon of the Fens. There are few places in Britain
where a landscape as vast and remarkable as the
Fens lies within just a kilometre of the historic city
centre. That extraordinary landscape is currently
invisible from within the city centre, its presence
not felt.

The bold design move needed
The extraordinary potential of the Embankment
lies in how it can transform the relationship that
the entire city has with the river, the sky and the
Fens. Its potential lies in its connectivity. It can
‘invite in’ the Fens. One bold design move can
provide a whole new direction to the masterplan.
The current masterplan options focus on the
positioning of buildings on the site. The University
and the stadium and other facilities are critical
to the City’s economic and cultural future. But
masterplan options should not be exercises in
moving around giant pieces of furniture around
a site to see what works: the new football stadium
over here, the university campus over there, take
out the Regional Indoor Pool, take out the athletics
track, and so on.

It is the chance to realise a powerful vision. Thirty
years ago, architect Gordon Cullen, the author of
‘Townscape’, noted in his study of Peterborough
two key structuring elements in the city centre’s
public realm: the ’Stone Axis’ which connects
many of the city’s most impressive stone buildings
in an east-west direction; and the ‘Green Axis’ - or
new Fen axis - which extends from Central Park in
the suburbs to the north of the city centre through
to the river to the south.

The big opportunity is the park itself. It is the key
to the site and should not just be treated as an
open space in the middle of buildings, to act as
their backdrop. We believe the masterplan needs
to instead show how the park can work to fully
connect the Embankment with the city centre,
with Bridge Street, and with the hinterland. The
simple and beautiful concept of the stone axis
joining up with a new Fen axis. As it stands, the
masterplan doesn’t really connect with either the
city centre or Bridge Street.

It is also a chance to respond in a visionary
way to the climate emergency. The redesign of
the Embankment should be the trigger for the
creation of a sustainable and healthy place for
people, not traffic. It presents the opportunity to
capture carbon and to boost nature recovery with a
wetland park at scale.
The Council’s ambitious brief to redesign
Peterborough Embankment recognised the true
significance of the site. We have analysed the

The bigger picture
All this means recognising the power of the
landscape. The original meaning of landscape is to
create a place where people belong and drawing on
this principle here will make for a transformative
environment. It is in the public realm where
academic and public lives crossover and interact, so
the University could flourish if the park provides
a remarkable setting. Current proposals will fail
to create the quality of place that would attract
brilliant students, staff and investment.
This is such an important moment. Here is the
opportunity to reduce and even capture carbon
at scale and to boost nature recovery. We should
start by breaching the barriers formed by the City’s
inner ring road, Bourges Boulevard and Bishop’s
Road, by narrowing road space, slowing traffic
down and creating more crossings for pedestrians
and cyclists. Bridge Steet and Rivergate need to
become places for people rather than traffic.

an Arts Centre and Bar, or a University facility. The
athletics club can stay where it is, and a new sports
hub grown around it.
There are other problems too with the proposals
for new build. A new stadium located on the
Embankment will kill the whole space, stone dead.
First, because of the amount of land taken both for
the building and what it would need to operate,
from hardstanding for crowds entering/exiting
and car parking, to service and access routes. All
this limits the amount of meaningful green space
that would be left. Second, it will be a dominating
structure that is rarely used, so for most of the time
it would not contribute to the activity or liveliness
of the place.

With the climate emergency becoming the
challenge of our times, wisdoms of old have
emerged as new truths. Most important is that
the most sustainable buildings are those that
are already here. Wherever possible, we have to
refurbish and adapt and improve, not pull down
and start again. This wisdom needs to be directing
the course of all plans for any local authority
seriously committed to reducing carbon emissions.

The city centre is already changing fast, with
a young and growing population moving in.
The Embankment masterplan should aim to
revolutionise city centre living and bring huge
health and well-being benefits to everyone. It
should aim to inspire a new University and reinvigorate much-loved cultural and recreational
assets like the Lido and the Key Theatre.

So, a new masterplan for the Embankment should
find ways to improve and grow Peterborough
FC’s current grounds, without the need to move.
The Regional Indoor Pool does not need to be
demolished: it can be repurposed, for example as
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Acting on the following opportunities would
ensure Peterborough fulfils its potential:
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7. Extend the important pedestrian routes down
from Vineyard Road and South Street to sweep
pedestrian and cyclists to the new footbridge
to Fletton Quay and to the Great Fen Way.

1. Create a water and wetland and nature
park of scale on the embankment and
bring it to the edge of the city centre. The
axial body of water forms a direct physical
and sight line connecting the river with
the Cathedral. Its naturalised banks
and terraces allow access and it is crisscrossed by paths and shallow bridges.

8. Turn Car Haven car park into a walled food
garden with outdoor eating and home-grown
produce and make a connection through
the Town Hall or Arcade to Bridge Street.
9. Convert the indoor pool into an arts
centre with a lively rooftop bar.

2. Create a new ‘Great Fen Way’ out
from the city into the wilds.

10. Enhance Bishops’ Park with a sculpture
garden and sculpture play.

3. Make Bishops’ Road more pedestrian and
cyclist friendly, improving access to the park.

11. An area for festivals and events.

4. Take out the northern part of the Rivergate
split around the Premier Inn, allowing
Bridge Street to arrive at the Bridge.

12. Extend the nature park out into Middlemoor,
providing a setting for new housing and
an entrance into the Great Fen Way.

5. Extend the Key Theatre to take advantage
of riverside and park views.

13. Redevelop and increase the capacity of
PUFC on the existing stadium site.

6. Keep the running track and develop it
into a high-quality University/athletics
sports hub for students and residents.
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LDA Design is an award-winning, employee-owned
consultancy of urban designers, landscape architects
and planners working together to connect people
and place through landscape.
Our mission has been to create great places and
shape the world around us for the better. We have
had a studio in Peterborough for 43 years.
We follow the principles of first life, then spaces,
then buildings. Whether we are landscape
masterplanning Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park,
rethinking estates such as Sighthill in Glasgow or
Southend’s Better Queensway or greening city centre
streets, we focus on the needs and hopes of people.
Our masterplans are changing towns and cities
for the better , creating healthier, well-connected
places where lives can easily overlap. We are green
infrastructure pioneers.
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